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INLAND RURAL COMMUNITIES - FUNDING 
Motion 

Resumed from 29 March on the following motion moved by Mr T.K. Waldron - 

That the Premier immediately boost state government funding to inland rural communities experiencing 
an upsurge in land and housing inquiry and to immediately provide increased funding for -  

(a) the small towns sewerage and infill sewerage; 
(b) regional headworks; 
(c) safety upgrades on dangerous country roads; 
(d) upgrade of community and recreational amenities; 
(e) implementation of inland town desalination projects; and 
(f) rural towns promotional campaigns. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  The question is that the motion be agreed to; all those in favour 
say aye.  I am sorry; the member for South Perth has the call; I was a bit too speedy then! 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [6.29 pm]:  I knew you would not jump the gun on me, Mr Acting Speaker, 
being a fellow follower of the racing industry! 

As I indicated when this debate was interrupted, my interest in this motion comes from my involvement as 
opposition spokesperson on road safety.  The motion moved by the member for Wagin requests that the Premier 
immediately boost state government funding to inland rural communities experiencing an upsurge in land 
housing inquiries and to immediately increase funding for the six purposes listed.  The matter of interest to me is 
item (c), safety upgrades on dangerous country roads.  I rose to speak about this subject on 29 March because I 
had been to the annual general meeting of the O’Connor division of the Liberal Party - that division made very 
famous by Hon Wilson Tuckey.  It came to my attention at that meeting that people in the federal electorate of 
O’Connor and in country areas were concerned about the high number of fatalities occurring on country roads.  
It is therefore obviously an area that we all understand and that needs a lot of attention.   

I think 35 of 54 fatalities that had occurred up to 12 April 2006 took place on country roads.  We understand the 
seriousness of the problem in country communities.  The condition of roads has been determined as one of the 
three major factors in serious road trauma, along with driver behaviour and vehicle safety.  I will not speak for 
long on this matter, and I will refer briefly to a 2004 report by the Monash University accident research centre, 
supported by the Swedish National Road Administration report titled “Cost-effective infrastructure measures on 
rural roads”.  That report found that rural road safety accounts for a considerable share of the total road safety 
problem, with up to two-thirds of all road fatalities occurring on rural roads.  It reads in part - 

This is mainly due to higher operating speeds, hazardous roadsides and generally poorer road geometry 
compared to urban roads, multi-functionality and lower enforcement levels.  The physical features of 
the road play a major role in determining mobility and crash and injury risk, and infrastructural 
improvements have the potential to create a safer travel environment whilst maintaining mobility.   

That is why I rise tonight to speak again on this subject.  This state’s resources and industry boom is growing at 
an enormous rate.  The state Treasurer continually talks about this, and we are proud that our state’s growth is 
going ahead at such a rapid rate.  However, as a result of that growth, our country roads are being clogged up by 
heavy-haulage trucks.  As the member for Greenough indicated, it is unusual for a city member like me to be 
able to describe some of these country roads.  Although I have done a lot of driving on country roads, I have 
probably not travelled on some of the highways that I will talk about tonight.  Nonetheless, I can assure members 
that I understand the situation from speaking to people who live in these country areas.   

Mr G. Snook:  You will be going to Jurien Bay soon.   

Mr J.E. McGRATH:  I will be doing that; that is one place I have been to before.  One of the delegates at the 
O’Connor division annual meeting, who lives I think near Mt Barker, made the point that he had encountered 
116 trucks driving on one road within two hours.  I find that figure staggering.  If that is true, it is a huge amount 
of heavy traffic on one road.  At its annual meeting, the Mt Barker branch of the Liberal Party passed a motion 
that the state and federal government seriously consider the provision of adequate funding that will improve 
heavy haulage roads in Western Australia to the extent that they become safe for all road users.   

It has been explained to me that last winter the condition of roads such as Muirs Highway and Chester Pass Road 
were a total disaster.  I urge the minister to take action to get stage 1 of the Albany ring road up and running.  I 
have spoken to you, Mr Acting Speaker, in your role as the member for Albany about this issue.  I believe the 
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Albany ring road has been fully supported and the local people believe it will help address the problem of big 
trucks travelling on roads that do not have the capacity to handle them.   

I ask the minister to now consider the state of sections of Muirs Highway near Rocky Gully.  In answer to a 
question asked in this house last November by the member for Greenough, whom I am happy to see here tonight, 
the minister indicated that the government had spent $2.3 million upgrading the highway during the past couple 
of years and that another $6 million was allocated in forward estimates to upgrade some of the worst aspects of 
that road.  The minister indicated that she had asked the Commissioner of Main Roads to see whether some of 
that funding could be accessed to get that work under way by last summer.  Perhaps the minister can update us 
on that when she speaks on this matter.   

Another motion passed at the same annual conference of the O’Connor division of the Liberal Party was from 
the Denmark branch.  It sought to have the number of passing lanes on Albany Highway doubled, with a special 
focus on the section south of the township of Williams and to have passing lanes throughout the state increased 
as the best way of preventing head-on collisions and deaths on our roads. 

From my experience of travelling in the country, I have concluded that passing lanes are the greatest initiative 
implemented on Western Australian country roads.  People travelling on long journeys become impatient to 
reach their destination and get frustrated when they are caught behind slow-travelling trucks and buses or cars 
pulling caravans.  However, I am sure that if they know a passing lane is imminent, they drive more patiently 
because they know that they will have an opportunity to pass the slow vehicle.  Major single-lane country roads 
and highways can be dangerous.  The number of passing lanes on those roads needs to be increased, and we 
know they require funding.  The member for Moore on my right has pointed out to me on more than one 
occasion that there are no passing lanes on the Brand Highway between Gingin and Bibby Road at Cervantes.   

Mr G. Snook:  There is one at the turn-off.   

Mr J.E.  McGRATH:  Yes.  That means that drivers do not have access to a passing lane for more than 
120 kilometres.  These are the sorts of things that the opposition is urging the minister to address.  We are not 
saying that it is the responsibility of only the state government.  The federal government must also be involved in 
this.  It was very pleasing to see that Western Australia will be a big winner as a result of the highway funding 
boost announced in the budget last night by the federal Treasurer.  Under the AusLink program, Western 
Australia was allocated $268 million for maintaining and upgrading roads in 2006-07 and an additional 
$320 million for upgrades on Great Northern, Eyre and Great Eastern Highways.   

Although that commonwealth funding will be available, the opposition stresses that country roads are important 
and state funding is also needed.  I am sure the minister knows that and is aware of the amount of work that must 
be done in this area.  She has shown initiative in the planned construction of the Albany ring road.  Some of 
those country roads are not capable of supporting this massive increase in heavy haulage.  We, as members of 
the Liberal Party, support our country cousins, and I appreciated the opportunity to attend the annual conference 
of the O’Connor division of the Liberal Party to hear the concerns of some of those country people about our 
roads.  I am sure that the minister will do everything she can to support those people. 

MR G.A. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [6.40 pm]:  It is great to get support for this motion from the member 
for South Perth.  The number of members in this house would be a reasonable indication of the number of people 
who are available to make an impact on inland Western Australia.  Certainly the number of seats that will be 
available in inland Western Australia after the redistribution prior to the next election will mean that there will 
be fewer politicians in this house capable of delivering results for inland communities.  Therefore, it is important 
that the members of this house recognise, no matter where they sit or where they are from, the importance of 
inland Western Australian and some of the issues that the people in those communities face.  It is an important 
message.   

Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), you will appreciate that I have recently returned from a Western 
Australian government delegation to China.  One of the issues that was raised, certainly on the eastern seaboard 
of China, which is the developed part of China, is a concern that the seaboard Chinese need to share with their 
inland cousins in the journey towards industrialisation and technological growth.  I respectfully suggest to this 
house that those members who reside, work and represent electorates in Perth, no matter what their political 
persuasion, also take members from regional Western Australia on the journey of growth that Perth and some of 
our larger regional centres seem to be enjoying.   

The member for South Perth has highlighted some important issues with regard to road safety.  One issue is that 
there may be a hidden statistic in the road toll statistics.  That is youth suicide.  I believe that better funding for 
roads and better construction of roads might lessen the impact of youth suicide.  The Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure is shaking her head as though to say if youth want to suicide, they will try to achieve that no matter 
what.  However, I believe there is a role for Planning and Infrastructure in making Western Australian roads safe 
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and providing better travelling conditions for all people.  I raise this issue as one that the minister should bear in 
mind. 

One of the difficulties in many inland communities is finding appropriate houses for people who are tempted to 
move to those communities.  Some communities, certainly some in my electorate, are crying out for houses to be 
built.  Three Springs is a good example.  The Shire of Three Springs is trying to attract professionals into the 
community.  However, it is finding that difficult, because it does not have sufficient housing.  I am sure that the 
minister would be familiar with that situation.  I am sure that she will in every sense try to support shires like the 
Shire of Three Springs in their endeavour to provide better housing. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  What are you saying?  

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  I am saying that the housing is not of a sufficient standard.  

Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan:  Are you saying that you want us to build houses?  

Mr G.A. WOODHAMS:  I am suggesting that the minister have a conversation with the Shire of Three Springs 
to enable the construction of houses in Three Springs and other places.  If cooperative ventures could be 
undertaken and more funding could be provided to shires such as Three Springs so that they could build one or 
two or three houses - not a large number - they might be able to attract more professionals into their towns.  The 
provision of infrastructure in towns such as Three Springs is certainly critical to their advancement.   

Successive governments previous to this government have allowed railways in Western Australia to be run down 
to a certain extent.  Earlier today an issue was raised about the federal government’s lack of support for rail 
infrastructure in Western Australia.  National Party members concur with that.  More effort, time and money 
should be spent on the rail infrastructure in this state.   
Another issue that I want to touch on is energy.  That does not come directly within the minister’s portfolio, but I 
have heard the minister engage in vigorous debate - it is certainly a pleasure to listen to - on wind farms.  Might I 
suggest to the minister that there are opportunities in inland Western Australia for wind farms.  It is not just 
along the coastline of Western Australia that the necessary winds are found to power wind farms to supply 
electricity into the grid.  Some research might show that there are also opportunities for wind farms to be 
developed in inland regional communities in Western Australia.  Perhaps the minister has already done that 
research; if so, hopefully she will be able to indicate that to the house.  
The final issue that I want to touch on is the regional investment fund.  The funding for that scheme is 
$80 million over four successive financial years.  We are now in the second financial year of that scheme.  I note 
that this year the regional infrastructure funding program, which is one of the elements of the regional 
investment fund, has been dropped off the list for the regional investment fund.  I note also - I am interested to 
hear the minister’s response - that last year the funding for the Western Australian regional initiative scheme was 
$1.25 million.  This year it is only $800 000.  I would appreciate some more transparency on how the regional 
infrastructure fund operates.   
MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [6.45 pm]:  Some very 
good issues have been raised by members opposite.  I did not have the opportunity to listen to what was said in 
the previous day’s debate, but I think I have the general gist of the main themes.  The member for South Perth is 
correct in what he has said about the impact of increased heavy haulage on our roads.  This is a matter that many 
people have reflected upon.  I know that you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.B. Watson), also talk often about the 
impact of increased heavy haulage on our roads.  We do not deny that that is a real problem for us to deal with.  I 
believe we need to achieve a better balance between road, rail and shipping.  One of the problems - it is only one 
of the problems - has been that we have created an environment in which shipping and rail are at a relative 
disadvantage compared with road, because they need to cover all their costs, whereas road does not.  Therefore, 
we have seen a flight of freight from shipping and rail onto road.  That flight has been very evident in the 
southern half of the state, but it has also been evident to some extent in the northern half of the state, particularly 
when it comes to shipping.  That is one issue that we will need to become a bit smarter about.  Members will 
know that we are trying to deal with that issue, particularly in the mid-west of the state.  In the mid-west we have 
exercised the powers that have long existed under the Transport Co-ordination Act to licence certain activities in 
relation to their proximity to the rail.  Part of the problem is that it is not just a matter of pouring in more money 
but of being smarter about how we direct the transport task.   

The member talked about rail and grain freight infrastructure.  That is a real problem, and one that I think will be 
exacerbated rather than improved by privatisation.  We need to come up with some clever strategies to try to 
protect the grain rail network.  We have certainly made the big decision to invest in the rail timber line.  
Although we have had to shorten that timber line because the locus of the timber industry has changed from 
Manjimup further north to North Greenbushes, we need to invest in that rail line to give it a real future.  There 
will need to be a lot of thinking and decision making around the grain lines.   
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We also have real problems on roads like Muirs Highway, South Western Highway and Brand Highway.  I 
acknowledge that.  The member for South Perth raised the issue of the federal funds that were announced today.  
As we have said, it is good that we have moved from getting 7.6 per cent of the national funding to 9.7 per cent.  
However, the capacity of that funding to deal with the problems in this state will depend on the preparedness of 
the federal government to enter into a dialogue.  I would certainly like the folks on the other side of the house to 
help me to convince the federal government not to get tied up in some of the silly games that some of the federal 
backbenchers are trying to play and allow us to put that money where we need it.  I would, for example, want to 
put some of that new federal money into the Perth-Bunbury highway.  I give a guarantee that any of the moneys 
that we would free up would be put into the regional highways that members opposite have been naming today, 
such as Muirs Highway, South Western Highway and Brand Highway.  

Mr G. Snook:  And Indian Ocean Drive. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes; we could even put some moneys into Indian Ocean Drive.  That would give us 
a much better result, and one from which the federal government could take greater credit than it can from the 
package that it is proposing.  Unfortunately, that amount of money, although it is a good amount, will achieve 
real results only if it is put into areas in which it is needed.  There are a limited number of roads in this state that 
the federal government can put this money into.  We are saying that the federal government should give us more 
than one-third for the Perth-Bunbury highway, and we will guarantee that we will put the amount saved into 
those regional roads.  I do not know; perhaps someone could talk to Mr Tuckey and make him realise that 
perhaps there would be some benefit to him, because we would put a lot of the money into roads in his 
electorate.   

Mr G.A. Woodhams:  Put him behind the steamroller. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I would be happy to put him behind the steamroller; in front of the steamroller 
would be even better.  I must say that Mr Tuckey is an extraordinary gentleman. 

Mr G. Snook:  The result of the extra funding could be the result of Mr Tuckey’s work. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I suspect not.  I am saying that that money will not address any of the issues that 
the opposition has raised.  None of the issues that has been raised in this debate - not one - will be addressed by 
that federal funding.  However, it could be if we were able to enter into a proper collaborative arrangement.  That 
is what we want to do, and I suspect that nothing in the nature of the federal minister, Warren Truss, would 
prevent that.  I think that it is only some silly local politics that are stopping it.  As I said, I cannot make sense of 
it, because all the roads that we put the money into are in the electorates of the guys opposite.  I just hope that 
opposition members will come to the party and negotiate, and they can take some credit. 

Mr G. Snook:  Minister, will you increase rural road funding back to what it used to be? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  We will put any additional money that the federal government gives us for the 
Perth-Bunbury highway into regional highways. 

Mr G. Snook:  Minister, you told us that we were no worse off in the bush as a result of the reduction that you 
made - that $14 million - because of R2R funding. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Sorry; I do not - 

Mr G. Snook:  You took $14  million out of rural road funding. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  No, that is something that the opposition believed.  We have entered into an 
agreement with the opposition whereby we have hypothecated 27 per cent of the vehicle licence funds to 
regional roads.  Let us get this clear.  The roads that the opposition wants money to be spent on are not the roads 
that are being funded by the regional road group money.  These are main roads that the opposition, quite 
properly, comes into this Parliament and asks us to build and improve.  They are the roads that we must focus 
on.  The opposition has gone off on a tangent on the regional road group moneys.  However, they are not the 
roads that have featured in any of the debate that we have had in the past couple of weeks on this subject.  I make 
this point: we are now spending a record percentage of road funding in the regional areas.  In the 2005-06 
budget, 63 per cent of our total road expenditure goes into regional areas.  I believe that is a pretty good result.  
There cannot be any allegation that we are city focused.  The fact that 63 per cent plus of the money is raised in 
the metropolitan area and that 63 per cent is spent in the country shows that we are looking after the regions.   

I will point out some nonsense that I heard.  Mr Tuckey was on radio today saying that state government is only 
about roads, rates and rubbish.  This guy needs some help.  It is local government that is about roads, rates and 
rubbish.  The state government looks after health, public transport, education and policing.  Then he said that the 
state government must match the transport infrastructure that the federal government puts in.  I can tell Mr 
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Tuckey that we spend more in one year on transport infrastructure than the federal government gives us in a 
four-year period.  Mr Tuckey is not in opposition; he is in government, so he cannot even justify - 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  He doesn’t know it, though. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It shows the extraordinary ignorance of the man that he should say that state 
government is about roads, rates and rubbish, and then claim that we are not matching federal funds, when in 
fact we are spending for every citizen about $2 000 on infrastructure and capital works, whereas the federal 
government is giving us about $300 per capita. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  Even some local governments do more than roads, rates and rubbish. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Exactly.  How silly and how ill-informed is he?  If any of the guys opposite can 
talk to Tuckey and get him on the team so that we can get a better distribution of these funds, we will pledge to 
put all this money -  

Mr D.T. Redman:  In regard to the motion, I made some statements about the issues with housing and releasing 
housing in some of these communities.  Frankland was one example and Wellstead was another. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes.  I am not sure that I have that information.  We are putting in an enormous 
amount of money.  I have the LandCorp list with me, and I will go through it.  So far in this financial year -  

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson):  If the member for Vasse wants to have his own little 
conversations, he should go out in the corridor or talk to himself.  We want to hear what the minister is saying. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I do not mind him attacking the - 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  He is attacking his colleagues. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I love it when the Tories fight among themselves.  It is fun!   
Mr T.R. Buswell:  That is stretching the definition of Tory a bit. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Members, let us get back on track. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  The member for Vasse is probably not a Tory, because he was a member of the 
Labor Party, and one day he might come back into the fold. 
The member for Stirling has raised an issue.  We have a very active town-site program.   

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I call the member for Rockingham to order for the first time.  He has been caught 
talking out of his cheek. 
Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  LandCorp has sold land in 42 inland towns this year, including Borden, Ballidu, 
Broomehill, Coorow, Dumbleyung, Northcliffe, Katanning, Wagin, Yalgoo and Hyden, just for starters.  It has 
land available in a number of other towns, including Beacon, Burracoppin, Broomehill, Calingiri, Hyden, 
Merredin, Newdegate, Wyalkatchem, Cue, Darkan, Dumbleyung, Jerramungup, Kalannie, Karlgarin, Katanning, 
Kondinin, Kukerin, Koorda, Kulin, Lake King, Lake Brown, Morawa, Manjimup, Narrogin, Nyabing, 
Norseman, Tenterden, Quairading, Westonia, Wagin, Wickepin, Wiluna and Wubin.  We have a very active 
town-site development project in which we invest.  Even though these projects are not self-sufficient 
economically, we recognise that social benefit is to be gained.  For example, the 18 new developments that we 
have undertaken in 2005-06 have been at a cost of about $20 million.  The town-site development project is one 
in which we recognise the need for community service obligations.  People might be interested to know that, as 
part of this project, we have reprioritised a number of projects.  Over the next 18 months, light industrial land - 
this is important for many areas - will be released in Pinjarra, Kalbarri, Bremer Bay, Denmark and Walpole.   

Mr D.T. Redman:  Will you table that document?  Is that a public document? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  It is my notes.  However, I am quite happy to give the member a list, if he would 
like, of the projects that have been undertaken.  We will make sure that we provide that. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  You made a statement before that you would like more money to be put into the Perth to 
Bunbury highway from that lump of money from the feds. 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Yes. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  How much extra money would you like? 
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Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  Ideally, $50 million.  If we got that $50 million, we could do an enormous amount 
of work.  However, the minimum amount that we would like is $30 million.  As I said, that money could then be 
put into all these other projects. 

Mr G.M. Castrilli:  About $200 million in total? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  That is right.  When we inflate the cost of that road out to 2009, it will be 
$500 million.  I think there is potential.  If we could work together - I know it sounds daggy, with government 
and opposition doing it - the guys opposite could get many benefits from it.  Therefore, I urge them to work with 
us and make those recommendations.  I will be more than happy to give them credit as being part of the team 
that delivers that. 

Mr T.R. Buswell:  Do you think any of your federal members will help? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I do not know whether they would be listened to as much as our friends opposite 
who are on the same side of politics would be.  I am just trying to be realistic.  I recognise that real issues have 
been raised tonight. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

House adjourned at 7.00 pm 
__________  

 


